
 

St. James the Apostle Church  

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Robert Quarato, Pastor, Ext. 106 

Rev. Robert Carolan, Vicar, Ext. 115 

Rev. John Tran, Vicar, Ext. 111 

Deacon Scott Bierbaum 

Deacon John Scott 

Deacon Arthur Weiner 

Deacon Anthony Gruerio, Retired 

Trustees: Stephanie & Jonathan Nix 
 

St. James Parish Office  

845-225-2079  

Fax 845-225-5566 

Parish Website: Marisa Lamb 

www.stjamesapostle.org 

registration@stjamesapostle.org 
 

Parish Staff 
Patricia DeNota, Secretary, Ext. 102 

patricia.denota@stjamesapostle.org 

Noreen Greco, Bookkeeper, Ext 104 

noreen.greco@stjamesapostle.org 

Parish Office Hours:   

Monday - Friday: 9:00am to 5:00pm 

Closed for Lunch 12:45pm to 1:30pm  

Saturday: 3:00pm to 6:00pm 

Sunday: 8:00am to 2:00pm 
 
 

Chapel Hours:   

Monday - Friday: 6:30am to 9:00pm 

Saturday: 7:00am to 6:00pm 

Sunday: 7:00am to 3:00pm Our Lady Of The Lake  
Mt. Carmel Church  

 

Sick Calls And Emergencies 

For those in danger of death or a true 

serious emergency, please call our 

Emergency Number, 845-494-6313 
 

St. Sebastian's Columbarium  

at Our Lady of the Lake Church.  

For information or to book an ap-

pointment, please call Fr. Quarato,  

845-225-2079, Ext. 106. 
 

Religious Education  

845-225-6504  

Kathleen Ife, Director 

Michele Verga, Assistant 

Religious Ed. Website 

www.religioused.stjamesapostle.org 

Religious Ed. Hours 

Monday–Thurs.12:00 to 3:00pm        

Closed on Fridays 

Saturdays by appointment only  
 

St. James School  

845-225-9365 

Maura Crawford, Principal   

Joanne Mascia, Assistant 

School Website 

www.stjamescarmel.org 
 

Gift Shop Hours: 

Sundays, 8:30am to 1:30pm 

For info call the Parish Office. 
 

Welcome to the Parish of St. James the Apostle 

And our lady of the lake/mt. Carmel 
Thank you for joining in our Eucharistic celebration. If you are a visitor, 

we welcome you and are glad that you are with us today. We hope that 

you will find nourishment for your faith and life here.  If you have recently 

moved into our Parish please come to the Parish Office at St. James to 

register and introduce yourself to the priests and staff. 



Christmas Flower Memorial 
 

Parishioners are invited to make donations for our 
church greens, plants and flowers that will honor 
our Lord, Mary and the Saints and decorate our 
churches during the Christmas season and into 
Ordinary Time after Epiphany until Lent (or as long 
as the white poinsettias last).  
 

Envelopes are included in your regular mailing 
packet. Extra ones are also at the church doors. 
Please include the names of deceased loved ones 
(feel free to add other names on the back). Drop 
the envelopes in the collection basket or at the 
Parish Office. These envelopes will be placed by 
the Tabernacle (close to the Heart of Jesus in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament) from Christmas Day un-
til the beginning of Lent. 

Christmas Mass Remembrance 
 

Envelopes are available in your packets and at 
the doors of  churches. Please include the 
names (feel free to add additional names on the 
back) of loved ones living or deceased. Drop the 
envelopes in the collection basket or at 
the Parish Office.  
 

These envelopes will be placed on the Altars of 
Sacrifice on Christmas Eve and remain there for 
the Octave of Christmas. All the Parish Masses 
of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, in both the 
Churches, will be offered for those enrolled (with  
the exception of Midnight Mass at St. James 
which is traditionally Pro Populo, i.e. offered for 
all parishioners). What a wonderful Christmas 
gift, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! 

INVITE SOMEONE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

Do someone you love a favor by extending an 
invitation to accompany you and your family to 
Christmas Mass. And please remember, alt-
hough they are coming home at Christmas 
time, we hope they will remain with our parish 
family permanently and enrich us even as they 
are enriched. 

NEW CHAPEL HOURS 
 

 As part of the National Eucharistic Revival,  
encouraging prayer before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament, the Chapel of Life is open on 
weekdays until 9:00pm.  
 Stop by before or after work! 
 
MONDAY - FRIDAY    6:30am - 9:00pm 
SATURDAY                 7:00am - 6:00pm 
SUNDAY                      7:00am - 3:00pm 

 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS  
 MASS SCHEDULE 2024 

 
 

   Special Christmas Eve Family Mass 
 

   3:30pm- St. James the Apostle Church   
Children's Procession 

Blessing of the Manger  
Children's Homily 

 

 Christmas Masses 
 

      Our Lady of the Lake Church 
      Christmas Eve: 4pm 
      Christmas Day: 9am,11am 
  

      St. James the Apostle Church 
      Christmas Eve: 3:30pm Family Mass 
      5:30pm, and 12 Midnight 
      Christmas Day: 8am,10am,12am 
 

December 31st, New Year’s Eve  
Mass at 5:00pm in St. James 

 

January 1, 2025  
Solemnity of Mary 

Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am,12noon 
St. James Church 

FIRST FRIDAY  
ADORATION  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3rd.  
 

Please note NEW times! 
12:00pm (noon)  

to 9:00pm 
(Benediction at 8:45pm)  

 

Come and spend an hour 

with the Lord. 

OUR CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 
Christmas Collection Envelopes are  

available in the packets that were mailed  
to you and are also available at the doors  
of the churches. Your generosity is much  
appreciated. Please help keep our parish 

strong and active! 



     

 Announced Mass Intentions  
 

St. James the Apostle  
 

  Saturday, December 21, 2024  

  8:00am Catherine Patterson 
  5:00pm James Chambers 

 

  Sunday,  December 22, 2024, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

       8:00am Fedela Tranzillo 
 10:00am Guillermo Romero Saavelda  
   12:00pm John Pires 
 

 Monday, December 23, 2024 
 

 7:30am People of the Parish 
9:00am  John Moran 

          

   Tuesday, December 24, 2024, Christmas Eve     

 7:30am Grace and Al Lieto 
 9:00am  Helena Carney 
 3:30pm Christmas Mass Remembrance 
 5:30pm Christmas Mass Remembrance 
       Midnight  The People of the Parish  
   

   Wednesday, December 25, 2024, Christmas Day  
   8:00am Christmas Mass Remembrance 
 10:00am Christmas Mass Remembrance 
  Noon Christmas Mass Remembrance 
          

   Thursday, December 26, 2024, Saint Stephen  
     7:30am Christmas Flower Novena 
        9:00am Vera and John Protano 
      

 Friday, December 27, 2024, St. John Apostle 

     7:30am Christmas Flower Novena 
     9:00am Anna Jordan 
    

 Saturday,  December 28, 2024  
      8:00am Christmas Flower Novena 

  5:00pm Angela Fierro 
 

 Sunday, December 29, 2024, 
 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
     8:00am Martin Puchalski 
      10:00am Harold T. McKernan 
    12:00pm Antoinette Zannello    

To Everything There Is A Season 
And A Time For Every Purpose 

On Earth and In Heaven 
 

A Time To Be Born: Those Baptized: 
Luke Carney, Ryan Cannonico, Gabriella Esposito 
  

A Time To Heal:  Those Who Are Ill:  
Rose Bierbaum, Charlane Gruetto, Margaret Sartoris,  Mike  
Androsico,  Jesus Torres, Jim Oakes, Irene Pladl,  James Eugene 
PLochacki, Elinor Cariddo, Maria Raypetera, Louis Prosos, 
Michael Fraad, Mary Francis McCarthy, Angelo Narcise, 
Carolann Flaherty, April Griffin, Pat and Lucy Golia, Jean 
Marie Holmes, Alan O’Brady, Elsa Gorasalo, Anna Galdarella, 
Hilton Perez, Dan Kearon, George Cianicio,  Julia Maldonado, 
Louise Bonisace, Allen O’Grady, Kelly Anderson, Michael and 
Judy Coseda, Keith Dronzek,  Adrienne Baker, Rosalia 
Gasperini, Thales Magnoli, Deana Snyder, Danny Bendahan, 
Evelyn Bitz, Dorothy Hall, Catherine Kortlang, Latrice 
Hammond, Michael McCarthy, Frank Monaco, Jennifer Dorris, 
Raymond Mascia, Patricia Cahill, Tony Albano, Sharon 
Holzeppl, Caroline Germano, Michael Randazzo, Adeline 
Murrish, Krysty Rose McDonnell,  Cathy Kozelka,  Jane Pratt, 
Santana Stron, Logan Doyle, Brian Galvin,  Eleanor Magill, 
Judi and Bob Asard, Eleanor Magill, Brien Galvain 
 

Time To Die: Those Who Have Died: 
Joseph Montaldo 
  

Time To Love: United in Matrimony: 
 

 A Time For War and a Time For Peace:   
Please pray for our military personnel especially 
those in harm’s way.  We pray for peace in the 
Middle East and Ukraine.   

Announced Mass Intentions 
Our Lady of the Lake/Mt. Carmel 

    

 Saturday,  December 21, 2024 
    4:00pm Katherine Dabrowski 
 

  Sunday, December 22, 2024, Fourth Sunday of Advent  

     9:00am  Steven Camaj 

    11:00am  Knights of Columbus Council 6318 
 

 Tuesday, December 24, 2024, Christmas Eve 
  4:00pm Christmas Mass Remembrance 
 

 Wednesday, December 25, 2024, Christmas Day  
  9:00AM     Christmas Mass Remembrance 
   11:00am     Christmas Mass Remembrance 
 

   

  Saturday,  December 28, 2024  
        4:00pm Kevin J. McGuiness 
 

  Sunday, December 29, 2024,   

  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

     9:00am  Christmas Flower Novena 

      11:00am  Angela Coppola  

Blessing of a Christmas Manger  
or Nativity Scene 

God of every nation and people, from the very 
beginning of creation you have made manifest 
your love: when our need for a Savior was great 
you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 
To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice,  
mercy, and love. 
 

Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it 
remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise 
our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and 
Savior of all, and who lives and reigns forever and 
ever. Amen 



   Weekly Memorials  
 

December  23 to December 29, 2024 
 

 
 
 

 

The Sanctuary Candle Burning in    
The Chapel of Life is in  

Memory of Lisa Marie Torchiano 
Donated by  Christine & Joe Torchiano 

 

The Sanctuary Candle Burning in    
St. James Church  

is in Memory of the  
Briganti and Fennessey Family  

Donated by Margaret & Tom Fennessey 
 

The Sanctuary Candle Burning in    
Our Lady of the Lake Church 

is in Memory of Wanda E. Cruz 
Donated by Shel Merr 

 

 
 
 

The Bread & Wine  being used  in 
 The Chapel of Life 

Is in Memory of Lisa Marie Torchiano 
Donated by Christine & Joe Torchiano 

 

The Bread & Wine  being used  in  
St. James Church 

Is in Memory of the 
LaPolla & Grates Family 

Donated by Laureen & Gary Grates 
 

The Bread & Wine  being used  in  
Our Lady of the Lake Church 

Is in Memory of Wanda E. Cruz 
Donated by Shel Merr 

 

We thank our Parishioners for their 

 donations for the Christmas Flowers  

that adorn our Altars and the Christmas 

Wreaths in both our Churches.   

OUR PARISH – LOOKING AHEAD TO 2025 
 

12/31 NEW YEAR’S EVE – Mass at 5:00pm 
 

1/1 SOLEMNITY OF MARY – Masses at 7:30am,      
  9:00am, 12noon 
 

1/2 THE CHOSEN RESUMES – 7:00-9:00pm 
 

1/3  FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION – New Schedule – 
12noon-9:00pm 

 

1/5 EPIPHANY SUNDAY – 10:00am Family Mass -  
 3 Kings, Blessing of Chalk / Holy Water 
 

1/10 ST. JAMES SENIOR GROUP RESUMES 
 

1/11 BLESSED IS SHE 
1/18 & GIANNA HOUSE MOBILE ULTRASOUND VAN  
1/19 VISITS – Open House 
 

1/24 MARCH FOR LIFE 2025 – ADORATION – 12noon-
 9:00pm 
 

1/26  CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK BEGINS 
 
 

2/2 FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION – 10:00am  
 Family Mass - Blessing of Candles 
 

2/3  FEAST OF ST. BLAISE – Blessing of Throats – 
 7:30an, 9:00am, 12noon, 3:00pm, 8:00-9:00pm 
 

2/5 WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
 RESUMES 
 

2/8 & WORLD MARRIAGE DAY – Renewal of Wedding 
2/9 Vows at all Masses 
 

2/11 OUR LADY OF LOURDES – 7:00pm Eucharistic 
 Healing Mass 
 

2/15  ANOINTING OF THE SICK MASS at 12 noon 
3/5  ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

3/9-12  LENT PARISH MISSION – BEHOLD – ARAY OF 
 HOPE   

BRING IN THE NEW YEAR DOWN A PINT 
WINTER HOLIDAY BLOOD DRIVE 

We hope you can once again join the members of the 
Knights of Columbus along with the Driscoll Lodge of the 
Fraternal Order of Police, New York City Firefighters along 
with the Guardians Revival on SATURDAY, DECEMBER 
28th from 10:00am till 7:00pm at the Daniel O’Brien 
VFW Hall, 32 Gleneida Avenue, (Rt.52) Carmel, NY 
10512.  
 

Inventory is at critical levels and the NY Blood Center has 
declared a BLOOD SUPPLY EMERGENCY. For this crit-
ical drive we will once again encourage donors to 
make an appointment, via the internet , please visit the 
NY Blood Center web site  Donor Portal - New York 
Blood Center (nybc.org) or call 1-800-933-2566.    
 

For your blood donation, just in time for the New Year, you 
have a choice of a holiday beanie or the highly acclaimed, 
with family heirloom status, the NY Blood Center holiday 
socks!  
 
For your donation of a PINT, you will receive a coupon for 
a PINT of fermented draft beverage, or a pint of carbonat-
ed sugar water from Fiddlers Green Pub.  
 

Any questions or concerns please call Denis Hanrahan 
845-300-0428, Rick Kreps 845-225-6318, Brendan 

McDonnel 845-803-3443 or visit www.nybc.org

https://donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/310631
https://donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/310631
http://www.nybc.org/


 

THE CHRISTMAS CRECHE 
 

Look at the humility of God.... 
Therefore, hold back nothing of yourselves for 

yourselves, so that He who gives Himself totally 
to you may receive you totally.  

- St. Francis of Assisi (Letter to the Order)  
 

St. Francis of Assisi began the tradition of the 
Christmas crèche near Greccio, Italy in 
1223.  He brought live animals to a cave 
where Midnight Mass was celebrated, and the 
local people who were present saw the baby 
Jesus appear in the manger he had prepared 
in front of the altar.  The crèche helps us to 
focus on the true meaning of Christmas. 

 

Father Quarato, Father Carolan, Father Tran, 
 Deacon Bierbaum, Deacon Gruerio,  

Deacon Scott, Deacon Weiner 
the Parish Staff & Lay Leadership 

Wish you a very Merry Christmas 
and every blessing for a prosperous 

 New Year! 

Make this Christmas Really Special  
Speak to us about Getting Married  

in Church 

If you were married in a civil ceremony, we 
invite you to consider making vows in church. 
The clergy are willing to work with you. We 
invite all couples to visit Formed.Org and 
watch BELOVED – from the producers of the 
renowned SYMBOLON series – which ex-
plores the spiritual and eternal reality behind 
"I Do." Beautifully filmed and featuring ac-
claimed marriage experts. 
 
BELOVED SPEAKS TO THE VERY HEART 
OF EVERY HUSBAND AND WIFE, BRING-
ING SACRAMENTAL TRUTH AND GOD IN-

FUSED LOVE INTO THE EVERYDAY 
CHALLENGES OF MARRIED LIFE.  

 
Beloved: Mystery & Meaning of Marriage in-
cludes six inspiring and informative videos 
you can view as a couple at home. To sign 
onto FORMED, check our website for infor-
mation about this free Catholic Web Ser-
vice.    

A Family Prayer for Christmas Morning as the 
Family Gathers around the Manger and places 

the Figure of the Christ Child within. 
 

The day of joy returns, Father in Heaven, 
and crowns another year with peace and  

goodwill. 
 

Help us rightly to remember the birth of Jesus, 
that we may share in the song of the angels, 

the gladness of the shepherds, 
and the worship of the wise men. 

 

Close the doors of hate 
and open the doors of love all over the world. 

 

Let kindness come with every gift 
and good desires with every greeting. 

 

Deliver us from evil, by the blessing that  
Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with 

clean hearts. 
 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be 
thy children,and the Christmas evening bring us 

to our beds with grateful thoughts 
and hearts full of peace and love. Amen. 

Blessing of a Christmas Tree 

Amidst signs and wonders Christ Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea: his birth brings joy to our hearts 
and enlightenment to our minds. With this tree, deco-
rated and adorned, may we welcome Christ among 
us; may its lights guide us to the perfect light. 
 

Lord our God, we praise you for the light of creation: 
the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night. 
We praise you for the light of Israel: the Law, the 
prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: he is Em-
manuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 
who fills us with the wonder of your love. 
 
Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we illu-
mine this tree. May the light and cheer it gives 
be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.  May all who 
delight in this tree come to the knowledge and joy of 
salvation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Parents Blessing over their Children in bed 
after an exciting Christmas Day 

 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,  
the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 

angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the 
 determination of the magi, and the peace 

of the Christ Child. 



 

 


